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A: There may be some misunderstanding here. The expense of
fixing a garage door is a cost to the seller, not the buyer. It also is
an expense that should be identified in the sale agreement but
perhaps was found later as part of a home inspection. If the seller
agrees to later pay such an expense, it will likely show up on the
closing statement as a seller credit to the buyer – your son.

Notice that the loan amount increased by $3,500 – the sum of
the original cost for closing costs. By any chance, is the lender
financing most closing expenses to reduce the amount of cash
your son needs at closing?

For further information, speak with the broker and closing agent.
As well, you can show the sale agreement, good-faith estimate
and closing papers to a real estate attorney to resolve specific
questions. © CTW Features

Need real estate advice? Peter G. Miller, author of “The Com-
mon-Sense Mortgage,” would love to hear from you. Send your
questions to peter@ctwfeatures.com.

.

items and closing period. The seller also may accept most terms
of the original offer and only counteroffer with one item.”

Next, the buyer has the option to either accept or reject the
entire counteroffer or just a few of the items and make his or her
own counteroffer in writing, says Mirzoian. “The more items
listed in the offer, the longer it could take to settle.”

Counteroffers list within their terms a period in which the party
is required to respond, says Dale Rainey, a broker in Olympia,
Wash. This time period can vary by region, “however it is typi-
cally three days. It is not advised for a buyer to wait too long
before responding, because the seller is allowed to accept other
offers during this period and you may lose the property you are
trying to purchase.”

Multiple counteroffers are, in fact, not uncommon, says
Mirzoian. “If two or more offers are presented on a property, the
seller will often respond back with a multiple counteroffer to the
buyers, meaning that despite the fact that both buyers accept the
terms of the given multiple counteroffers, the seller has the op-
tion to choose which one of the buyers to sell to. In cases like
this, one of the buyers often responds back with a higher or bet-
ter-terms counteroffer to entice the seller into accepting their of-
fer.”

Most experts say that for a residential contract negotiation to
progress through several counteroffers, a fair amount of budging
and compromise occurs, usually leading to the parties ultimately
splitting the difference when it comes to desired price and other
terms.

Rainey described a transaction he was recently involved in.
“There was an initial full-price offer, but the buyer wanted a
credit of $15,000 in escrow for closing costs,” he says. “My seller
client was willing to give $10,000 and we countered as such. The
buyer needed a minimum of $12,000 to close the deal and sub-
mitted a counteroffer to the seller. The seller accepted. This is
fairly common back-and-forth. However, some negotiations can
get mired in minutia, like who gets the fish in the koi pond, or
‘Can you fix that cracked light switch cover?’”

When a counteroffer is received, the buyer or seller “should
pay close attention to its details and wording,” Schorr says. “You
cannot rely on the terms of the initial offer if they are from the
terms stated in the counteroffer. Therefore, it is important to take
the time to read the entire counteroffer before agreeing to the
terms therein.”

If a buyer or seller is unsure of the terms of a counteroffer,
they should consult with a real estate attorney or other expert,
Rainey says. The sale or purchase of a home is one of the largest
financial transactions you will ever encounter, he says, so work-
ing with experienced specialists is the best way to go.

it’s to be closer to your children and grandchildren or even
farther away, says Dr. Marion Somers, author “Elder Care Made
Easier” (Atticus Press, 2006).
Are you up for the upheaval?

Redecorating, remodeling and moving all require time, money
and patience, and typically add to stress levels. “Ask yourself
whether you have the stomach to go through a remodeling or
move,” suggests Laura Meyer, co-author of “Remodel This!” (Peri-
gee, 2007). On the other hand, some older homeowners tolerate
stress better since they’re not dealing with young children.
Are you ready to cut the umbilical cord?

People beome attached to their homes, says Meyer. “Are you
really ready to leave?” she asks.
Will you continue to have a good support system where you
are or where you go?

It may be your children or a good network of friends, but you
need to know that you have people you can rely on, says Ann A.
Fishman, president of Generational-Targeted Marketing Corp.,
New Orleans. Even if you move to be closer to children, realize
they may not always stay there.
Will you be with like-minded folks?

Boomers are social and like to be surrounded by a people of
varied ages, says Fishman. One solution that’s not yet widespread
but talked about is for boomers to share a condo or house with
others, Fishman says. Smart development companies are build-
ing communities targeted at home owners with like-minded in-
terests, says Epcon’s Orsborn. The development company already
has found that boomers don’t like to feel old, so they target their
home to the 55-plus market rather than those 60 years and older,
she says.
What type of house and community makes the most sense?

Boomers need to carefully weigh their housing choice and what
level of services they want, based on realistic factors such as health
and not just pipe dreams, says Somers. They also need to be sure
their setting offers the right amenities. For those not sure, Somers
has them answer questions, talk about possibilities, and put down
responses on paper. If two people are involved in the decision,
she has each respond separately.
When is your decision going to be made?

Somers has clients determine a timetable rather than put it off
indefinitely
Can you afford your decision?

Too many boomers don’t know how much money they need to
age, says Fishman. They need to take into account state and estate
taxes, the cost of daily living including housing, health care and
entertainment costs, she says. “You may be able to buy a home in
a new location, but can you afford to maintain it?” she asks. You
also have to take into account any possible income changes, adds
Somers.
Have you tried out your decision?

While it’s hard to test-drive a decision without owning a home,
there are options that offer a more realistic feeling. The North
Carolina Center for Creative Retirement, part of the University
of North Carolina at Asheville, offers seminars and a Creative
Retirement Exploration Weekend program through its center. Many
communities may offer similar programs.
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100 Real Estate Notice
All real estate advertised in this
newspaper is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which
makes it illegal to advertise any
preference, limitation or discrimina-
tion based on race, color, religion, or
national origin, or an intention to
make such preference, limitation or
discrimination. The Swap & Shop
will not knowingly accept any adver-
tisement for real estate which is in
violation of the law. Readers will
thus be informed that all dwellings
advertised in The Swap & Shop are
available on an equal opportunity
basis.

105 Commercial Property
57 COMMERCIAL ACRES Located on
Highway 301, four miles from I-16. Ex-
cellent for commercial storage buildings.
Sketch plan at office. Call Jason Wil-
liams at 912-764-LAND
www.GaLandBrokers.com.

CANDLER COUNTY COMMERCIAL
PROPERTY Highway 46, corner lot and
one acre lot behind store. Could be
used for a gas station or restaurant. Call
Whitney 912-687-1034. Plantation Prop-
erties & Land Investments, LLC.
www.galandbrokers.com

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY ON HIGH-
WAY 25 Nine acres on Highway 25
North. Call Whitney 912-764-4462.
Plantation Properties & Land Invest-
ments, LLC. www.galandbrokers.com

COMMERCIAL LOTS LOCATED
ACROSS FROM Ogeechee Technical
College. Great investment. Call Jason
Williams at 912-764-LAND
www.GaLandBrokers.com.

THREE COMMERCIAL ACRES Locat-
ed at Interstate I-16 and Highway 67.
Great investment. Call Jason Williams
at 912-764-LAND
www.GaLandBrokers.com.
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9 ACRES OFF OAK HILL CHURCH
ROAD Great home site and has some
woods. Call Whitney at 912-687-1034.
Plantation Properties and Land Invest-
ment, LLC.

85 ACRES Paved road frontage, Red
Bluff Creek frontage, open land, $1,900
per acre. Call Riverland, Inc. 706-840-
2136.

745 ACRES IN SCREVEN COUNTY
Two miles of paved road frontage, good
timber, great hunting. Will divide. 478-
984-4447 or 478-290-6435.

718 ACRES ON OGEECHEE RIVER
Close to Herndon. Good road network,
planted pines, mixed hardwoods. Call
for details. Riverland, Inc. 706-840-
2136.

718 ACRES IN HERNDON with over
two miles of frontage on the Ogeechee
River. Tract has good roads and plenty
of wildlife. Call Jason Williams at 912-
764-LAND www.GaLandBrokers.com.

658 ACRES OGEECHEE RIVER Ma-
ture hardwoods, good road network.
Riverland, Inc. 706-840-2136.

658 ACRES ON OGEECHEE RIVER
with 300 acres of merchantable hard-
woods. Interior road system with lots of
food plots. Call Jason Williams at 912-
764-LAND www.GaLandBrokers.com.

60 ACRES Farmland with hardwood
borders. Plantation Properties and Land
Investments at 912-764-LAND Jason
Williams or www.galandbrokers.com

5 AND 10 ACRES NORTH BURKE
COUNTY Winter Road, 3.5 miles off
Highway 25, open land, rural setting,
convenient to town, $5,000 per acre.
Shivers Real Estate 706-551-2851.
www.GeorgiaLand.com

5 LOTS OFF HIGHWAY 23 NORTH IN
MILLEN 2.31 acres of land that can be
sold as a whole or two or three lots to-
gether. Call Whitney 912-687-1034.
Plantation Properties & Land Invest-
ments, LLC. www.galandbrokers.com

45 ACRES LOCATED IN STATESBO-
RO on Issac Akins Road. Great for de-
velopment. Call Jason Williams at 912-
764-LAND www.GaLandBrokers.com.

55 ACRES IN CANDLER COUNTY
Borders the Canoochee Creek and
fronts the Stillmore Highway. Great
hunting on property. Call Whitney 912-
687-1034. Plantation Properties & Land
Investments, LLC.
www.galandbrokers.com

536 ACRES IN EVANS COUNTY Farm
with pivots and shop. Has 18 acre and
30 acre ponds. Creek frontage and
loaded with timber. Call Jason Williams
at 912-764-LAND
www.GaLandBrokers.com.

4838 JACKSON WILLIAMS ROAD 25
acres with brick home. Open land and
trees. Located off Highway 25 North be-
fore Millen. Call 912-764-4462. Planta-
tion Properties & Land Investments,
LLC. www.galandbrokers.com

5.41 ACRES for sale on Big Pine Road,
Garfield, (near Millen). 1-229-524-6097.

46 ACRES OFF HIGHWAY 23 NORTH
17 year planted pine trees with four acre
pond, and field. Great homesite and
hunting land. Call Whitney 912-687-
1034. Plantation Properties & Land In-
vestments, LLC.
www.galandbrokers.com

381 ACRES LOCATED ON OGEECH-
EE RIVER Pristine timber tract, three
acre pond, high bluff on the river. Fronts
two paved roads. Call Whitney 912-687-
1034 Plantation Properties & Land In-
vestments, LLC.
www.galandbrokers.com

37+/- ACRES Bulloch County on the riv-
er. Plantation Properties and Land In-
vestments at 912-764-LAND Jason Wil-
liams or www.galandbrokers.com

336 ACRES NORTH JENKINS
COUNTY Perkins-Hiltonia Road, 180
acres fenced pasture, 20 acres fenced
cultivation, remainder wooded. Four
bedroom, three bath manufactured
home, two enclosed barns, steel frame
hay shed/riding arena. A beautiful
horse/cattle farm, $1,600,000. Shivers
Real Estate, 706-833-9114 or 9115,
706-551-2851. www.GeorgiaLand.com

31 ACRES BURKE COUNTY Sardis,
all woodland, timber recently harvested,
stream on property line, $56,825. Shiv-
ers Real Estate, 706-833-9114 or 9115,
706-551-2851, www.GeorgiaLand.com

2.56 ACRES UNDEVELOPED LAND
Lot 11, Block C, Springhill Estates off
Farmers Bridge Circle, Hephzibah, GA.
$15,000. 334-558-5847.

29 ACRES NORTH BURKE COUNTY
Winter Road, rural setting, very con-
venient, county paved road. $101,500.
Shivers Real Estate. 706-833-9114 or
9115, 706-551-2851.
www.GeorgiaLand.com

278 ACRES Candler County, creek with
frontage. Plantation Properties and
Land Investments, Jason Williams 912-
764-LAND or www.galandbrokers.com

248 ACRES Jenkins County farmland,
planted pines and hardwoods on Rich-
ardson Creek. Plantation Properties and
Land Investments at 912-764-LAND Ja-
son Williams or
www.galandbrokers.com

226 ACRES MIXED WITH OPEN
LAND Dirt and paved road frontage.
$2,200 per acre. Riverland, Inc. 706-
840-2136.

23 ACRES IN BULLOCH COUNTY
Planted pines and hardwoods, with
pond site. Located off Maria Sorrell
Road. Call Whitney 912-687-1034.
Plantation Properties & Land Invest-
ments, LLC. www.galandbrokers.com

22 LOTS AVAILABLE IN MILLEN, GA
Off Oak Hill Church Road. .75 of an
acre lots. Call Whitney 912-687-1034.
Plantation Properties & Land Invest-
ments, LLC. galandbrokers.com
1/2 ACRE PRIME LOCATION FOR
HOME $7,000. Riverland, Inc. 706-840-
2136.

1/2 ACRE TO FOUR ACRE LOTS
Available for mobile home, located in
Burke, Jefferson and Richmond
Counties. Great financing. No credit
check. 706-863-7131.

19 ACRES BURKE COUNTY Peacock
Road off Hwy 25 South, 10 acres culti-
vated, remainder wooded, $81,900.
Shivers Real Estate, 706-833-9114 or
9116, 706-551-2851,
www.GeorgiaLand.com

195 ACRES Mature hardwoods on Oc-
onee River, paved road frontage. River-
land, Inc. 706-840-2136.

195 ACRES IN SOPERTON Located
on northern side of the Oconee River
with one mile of paved road frontage on
GA Highway 56. Over, 2000 feet of river
frontage on the Oconee River. Mature
pines and hardwoods on property. Call
Jason Williams at 912-764-LAND
www.GaLandBrokers.com.

182 ACRES BURKE COUNTY High-
way 56 and Beedy Branch Road, 128
acres cultivated, 44 acres natural wood-
land, great for farming, tree farming,
pasture or country homeplace,
$454,700. Shivers Real Estate, 706-
833-9114 or 9115, 706-551-
2851.www.GeorgiaLand.com

16.34 ACRES HIGHWAY 24 SOUTH
Some cleared, stream, perfect for home
site. Call for details 706-437-9096.

145 ACRES Sylvania, planted pines
and hardwoods 20 acres open. Planta-
tion Properties and Land Investments at
912-764-LAND Jason Williams or
www.galandbrokers.com

142.99 ACRES with house in Turner
County. Plantation Properties and Land
Investments at 912-764-LAND Jason
Williams or www.galandbrokers.com

137 ACRES Jenkins County, paved
road frontage and pond with planted
pines. Plantation Properties and Land
Investments at 912-764-LAND Jason
Williams or www.galandbrokers.com

137 ACRES On Old Savannah Road.
Paved road frontage. Property consists
of planted pines and two acre pond.
Convenient to Statesboro and Ogeech-
ee River. Call Jason Williams at 912-
764-LAND www.GaLandBrokers.com.

129 ACRES IN JENKINS COUNTY lo-
cated on Burke/Jenkins County line.
Mixture of pecan trees, planted pines
and open land. Pond site on property.
Call Jason Williams at 912-764-LAND
www.GaLandBrokers.com.

123 ACRES Emanual County, with pe-
can orchard, longleaf pines and hard-
woods. Plantation Properties and Land
Investments at 912-764-LAND Jason
Williams or www.galandbrokers.com

118 ACRES WEST BURKE COUNTY
Story Mill Road, 75 acres irrigated farm-
land, 12 acres irrigated grass, irrigation
water source not included, remainder
wooded, fenced, 4" well, very nice tract,
$437,900. Shivers Real Estate, 706-
833-9114 or 9115, 706-551-2851,
www.GeorgiaLand.com

111 ACRES IN CANDLER COUNTY
Four miles from I-16 on Highway 57
South. Paved and dirt road frontage.
Property features hardwoods, open
fields and a pond. Call Jason Williams
at 912-764-LAND
www.GaLandBrokers.com.
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103 ACRES BURKE COUNTY McCoy
Church Road, 26 acres 1996 planted
pines, 62 acres 1998 planted pine/nat-
ural hardwood mix, 5 acre pond (needs
additional water), road system, food plot
openings, lots of wildlife. Perfect get-
away/hunting/recreational tract with tim-
ber investment. $257,150. Shivers Real
Estate, 706-833-9114 or 9115, 706-551-
2851. www.GeorgiaLand.com

AVAILABLE FOUR LARGE TRACTS
on Highway 88 near Keysville. 63.19
acres, 77 acres, 79 acres and 89.28
acres. Owner financing. 706-863-2833.

BEAUTIFUL, WOODED LOT 106 Fran-
cesca Drive. Less than 1 mile to Sa-
vannah River. Has community boat
ramp, overlooks Yuchi Wildlife Man-
agement Area. 1.42 acres of beautiful,
land to build your peaceful retreat. Call
Marie Westerman for more information
706-558-0042 or 706-312-5800 ext.
308.

BURKE COUNTY, BLYTHE Moxleyville
Road off Highway 88. One acre lots
with water and septic, on Georgia Pow-
er. $500 down, $175 month. 706-829-
9622 or 706-592-2990.

FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE
NEEDS call Debbie or Mary, 706-554-
0340. www.maryyeltonrealty.com

FOR SALE BY OWNER Burke County,
Vidette, GA. 20.5 acres of open land,
great home site. $2,800 per acre. 478-
494-6891.

LAND FOR SALE BY OWNER two 58
acre tracts of open land with pond.
$2,600 per acre. Call 478-494-6891.

MOBILE HOMES AND LOTS FOR
SALE or rent. Tobacco Road, Camp Jo-
sie Road and New Karleen Road, Rich-
mond County. 706-798-0922.

OGEECHEE RIVER LAND 300 acres in
Herndon. Priced to sell $1,600 acre.
Call Jason Williams 912-764-LAND.
Plantation Properties and Land Invest-
ment LLC.

ONE TO FIVE ACRE MOBILE HOME
LOTS some with well and septic. $500
down. Owner financing. 706-592-2990
or 829-9622 cell, pager 667-3975.

PRIME LOTS ON BRIER CREEK Gor-
geous view. Located near Brier Creek
Hunting Club. Lots range from 5 to 11
acres with frontage on Farmers Bridge
Road extending to the creek. Call Pat
Lord 706-825-6582 or 706-592-9983 or
Brenda 706-799-3987 for more infor-
mation.

RIVER LOT IN HERNDON Plantation
Properties and Land Investments LLC.
9 1 2 - 7 6 4 - L A N D .
www.galandbrokers.com Jason Wil-
liams.

SAVANNAH RIVER 0 Alec Drive.
Home sites won’t last long, only two left,
one acre each. Artesian well, under-
ground electric and septic. Beautiful se-
cluded retreat in Burke County. Close to
Yuchi Wildlife area. Call Marie Wester-
man 706-558-0042.

SPENWAY SUBDIVISION Located off
Highway 80 between Statesboro and
Brooklet, 44 1/2 acre to 1.5 acre home
sites starting at $36,000 each. Call Ja-
son Williams at 912-764-LAND
www.GaLandBrokers.com.

THREE QUARTER ACRE MOBILE
HOME LOTS Near Millen. $200 down,
$200 month. Water available. 912-682-
9521.

WAYNESBORO LOTS FOR SALE City
limits, Burkehaven Subdivision. Nice
family atmosphere, no mobile homes.
City water, sewer and electric. Home
building approved. Great location within
one mile to hospital and schools. Will
sell lots or as a whole. Call for more in-
formation. 706-360-0016 or 478-982-
2023.

WINDMILL PLANTATION Located off
Zetwell Road past Mill Creek Recrea-
tional Department. Phase I 45, two acre
estate lots. $40,000 each. Call Jason
Williams at 912-764-LAND
www.GaLandBrokers.com.
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