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Trukin’ for Kids
SHELLIE SMITLEY
[email protected]
A local fundraising event is increasing in momentum as organizers hope to raise enough to donate $10,000 to each of four local families. The “Truckin’ for Kids” fundraiser will be held 1-6:30 p.m. Saturday, March 30, at the Waynesboro Exchange Fairgrounds. Entry into the event is free, with lots of...

UGA students help rescue family from Brier Creek
ROY F. CHALKER JR.
[email protected]
Five students from the University of Georgia, passing through the county Friday, March 15th, happened to be in exactly the right place at the right time to help rescue a mother and her two children. Cori Craft, also passing through, lost control of her car at Ellison Bridge on Murray...

Area churches join to celebrate Holy Week
SHELLIE SMITLEY
[email protected]
Seven local churches are coming together to celebrate Christian Holy Week. The crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ are at the foundation of all Christian denominations, giving rise to common ground and observance in unity. “It’s a wonderful thing to see the churches come together and honor and glorify the...

Gloria Frazier to retire from District 126 office
SHELLIE SMITLEY
[email protected]
Rep. Gloria Frazier announced she is retiring, Dec. 31, marking the end of her long service. “I have served 18 years in Districts 123 and 126, and I think it is time for me to move on,” she said. “I’ve done all that I can do relating to local issues,...




      
    

 





News

Setting the example of what an empowered female looks like
SHELLIE SMITLEY
[email protected] | March 19, 2024
Editor’s Note: March is Women’s History Month. This year’s theme is centered on “Women who advocate for equity, diversity and inclusion.” Dr. Angela Williams is changing the narrative for local females in her role as superintendent. Women’s history is a vital component of a shared human narrative, often overlooked in...

EBA Spartans raise $40,000 for fight against leukemia
DEBORAH BENNETT
Millen News Editor | March 19, 2024
Visionaries are defined as those with a strong vision for the future. Edmund Burke Academy (EBA) has a team of them – the “Spartans Spearing Sickness.” The team’s vision for the future is one without leukemia, an idea that resulted from the students’ close, personal connection to a child currently...

Jared Williams vows to challenge new law
March 19, 2024
District Attorney Jared Williams says a new state law is not about prosecutor oversight, but rather voter overrule. Gov. Brian Kemp signed the bill Wednesday, March 13 related to the Prosecuting Attorneys Qualification Commission. Senate Bill 332 gives the commission the power to discipline and remove Georgia prosecutors from cases....

New initiative addresses persistent poverty status
March 19, 2024
Burke County’s entrepreneurs and small business owners are being asked for their input. Rural Burke and Wilkes counties are both USDAdesignated rural counties, with Burke having added distinction and designation of being “poverty-persistent” by the Economic Development Administration (EDA). “Poverty-persistent counties are populations that have maintained high poverty rates for...

Republicans made up majority of voters locally
March 19, 2024
Last week’s results in the presidential preference primary produced no surprises. Locally, Republicans made up the majority of voters with 1,279, and 91.06% of them casting their votes for Donald Trump. The 698 Democrats who voted, favored Joseph Biden Jr. by 96.40% A total of 1,977 Burke County residents voted,...


      
    


Sports

Lady Bears win silver at TaylorMade Tournament
BRANNON BRADDOCK
[email protected] | March 19, 2024
This past Saturday, March 16, the Lady Bears golf team finished runner-up at the Taylormade Invitational hosted in town at the Waynesboro Country Club. The Bears finished eighth out of twelve teams in the boy’s division. This year, the team consists of Alli Osborn, Brylie Mallard, and Layla Nunnally. On...

Esports dominates in week four of the season
BRANNON BRADDOCK
[email protected] | March 19, 2024
The Burke County esports team had a good week last week, only losing one out of seven games played across four different titles. On Monday, The Burke County Super Smash Bro’s Team B played in a rescheduled match against Savannah Early College High School. Team B consists of Jabari Johnson,...

Bears baseball loses three straight
BRANNON BRADDOCK
[email protected] | March 19, 2024
The Bears baseball team has seen better weeks than their last one. The Bears played three games against one opponent, Wayne County. Wayne County has a strong program, and before this week, they were 11-3. The Bears dropped three straight against the Jackets, bringing their record to 6-6 while strengthening...

BCHS tennis teams continue to struggle
BRANNON BRADDOCK
[email protected] | March 19, 2024
The BCHS tennis teams each had one match last week. On Tuesday, they traveled to face off against Southeast Bulloch for their first region game. The Bears and Lady Bears each fell to the Yellow Jackets losing 0-6. In a rebuilding year, the Bears and Lady Bears have had their...

EBA honors athletes
March 19, 2024
Edmund Burke Academy put a bow on their boys’ and girls’ season during the annual end- ofseason awards banquet March 17. “It was great to get both teams together one last time and celebrate each team’s season,” said Head Coach Daniel Hannah. “We will miss our seniors next year and...


      
    




 





Editorial

LOOKING BACK
March 19, 2024
20 YEARS AGO – MARCH 24, 2004 In a move that might add as many as 100 students to S.G.A. Elementary, the Burke County Board of Education voted to extend the school’s boundary lines. 84 year-old Amanda Walker won the 2004 Beauty Pageant at Brentwood Terrace Health Center. Ben Hammett,...

Don Lively
March 19, 2024
It’s happened before. It’s frustrating and disheartening and sometimes it can last for days. It’s happened again. Every writer sometimes faces times where they come up completely dry when searching for words and phrases and paragraphs, trying to concoct witty witticisms that readers might enjoy. I’m there, y’all. You know,...

Ronda Rich
March 19, 2024
A significant awakening swept over me recently. When it happened, I was happily stunned at my observation. Daddy had a close first cousin named Gurley. Tink, a Yankee, had never heard of degrees of cousins until he came South. He did not know what a “first” cousin was or how...


      
    





Obituaries



Charlie Wasden
March 19, 2024
Charlie Wasden, 71, entered into rest Friday, March 8, 2024 at home after his battle with cancer. He was a native and lifelong resident of Millen, Georgia. Charlie was a loving son, brother, husband, and father. He was always devoted and faithful to his family and friends. He touched the...



Donald M. Wilson, Sr.
March 19, 2024
Donald M. Wilson, Sr., 73, entered into rest Tuesday, March 12, 2024. He was born in Millen and has been a longtime resident of Burke County. He was a veteran of the U.S. Marines. He was a member of Botsford Baptist Church and was a retired construction worker. He was...



Lavonia Preston Davis
March 19, 2024
Lavonia Preston Davis of Lansdale, Pennsylvania, was born October 25, 1942 to James Roy, Sr. and Katie Douglas Preston. She entered into rest on Thursday, March 14, 2024 at her residence. She graduated with a high school diploma and attended Philadelphia Community College for a short period of time. Lavonia...



Willie Franklin Howard
March 19, 2024
Mr. Willie Franklin Howard, 79, of Waynesboro, Georgia, was born June 20, 1944. He entered into rest on Friday, March 14, 2024. Family visitation will be held Wednesday, March 20, 2024 from 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon and public visitation will be held from 12:00-7:00 p.m. at Phinazee and Son...



In Loving Memory Alphonso “Andy” Andrews
March 19, 2024
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In Loving Memory of
March 19, 2024
July 25, 1943-- March 13, 2023 Some men leave their mark on the world By the way they live and the difference they make in the lives they touch. You lived and made a difference. God’s grace has sheltered those memories of you in our hearts forever. Your loving Wife...


      
    


For The Record

Ben Crump issues recap statement regarding taser death incident
SHELLIE SMITLEY
[email protected] | March 19, 2024
After months of silence nationally renowned civil rights attorney Ben Crump issued a vague statement regarding the July 2023 taser incident involved in Freddie Walker’s death. Crump has been retained by the family of Freddie Walker, joining local attorney Matt Harmon. “We pray for the family of Freddie Walker, who...

New tech creates fake calls and voicemails
KELVIN COLLINS | March 19, 2024
Everyone knows to look for phony emails – they can appear in your email inbox or even at work. Scammers can easily make messages that appear to come from anywhere, like your boss’s email account or a close family member. But what about phone calls and voicemail? Scammers can use...

BURKE EMA REPORT
March 19, 2024
The Burke County Emergency Management Agency responded to 111 patients’ calls during the week ending March 17. Of those, 68 resulted in transports, including 45 to Augusta hospitals and one to another out-of-county hospital. Thirty seven of the transports were determined to be emergencies and 31 were non-emergent. The agency...


      
    

Burke Happenings

WHAT’S NEXT? {in Burke County}
March 19, 2024
Friday, March 22 The Burke County Recreation Department in partnership with the Burke County Sheriff's Department will host an Easter Egg Hunt at 6 p.m. Saturday, March 23 The Debutante/Debonair Society will present senior young ladies and young men in a Cotillion presentation at 7 p.m. at the Burke County...


      
    

Church News

Lenten Services
March 19, 2024
The Burke Black Churches Benevolent Association will observe the 40-day Lenten season with 7 p.m. services weekly, beginning on Wednesday. Each service is hosted by a different church and led by a guest pastor from another. March 20: Haven Munnerlyn United Methodist Church with the Rev. Wendell Smith of Thomas...


      
    

School News

2024 Honor Graduates and Junior Marshalls
March 19, 2024
Edmund Burke Academy announced their 2024 honor graduates and junior marshalls. Front row, left to right: Sydney Coble, Jasi Lyn Oglesby, Salutatorian, Hannah Posey, Valedictorian, Avery Chance, Mallorie McCafferty, Zaylie Baker, Astrid Soto; back row: Junior Marshall Trey Johnson, Micah Bowen, Gauge Oglesby, Connor Syms, Palmer Gresham, Dennis Eberly, Jackson...

February students of the month
March 19, 2024
Edmund Burke Academy named their students of the month for February. K3- Allison Smith, K4 - Jaxon Whigham & Cohl Mangieri, K5 - Hattie McMIllan & Layla Ashe, 1st Grade - Collins Fields & Sawyer Elliot, 2nd Grade - Jeremiah Whinghter, 3rd Grade - Caroline Clayton, 4th Grade - Anslee...
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